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SAVE'S CHAMPIONS OF EQUALITY GALA

VIRTUAL GEREMONY SALUTES HEROES FRIDAY

P Denise Royal

wards ceremonies are stll important — even during the

coronavirus crisis. Most of us still need some inspiration. You

can find some during SAVE's 2020 Champions of Equality
virtual gala. It's happening this Friday, Aug. 28, at 7 p.m.

“The cvenimg is 2 combmation of two things,”
said Orlando Gonzales, SAVE Exooutive Director.
“*Mumber one s a lot of inspiration. And the
sorond s a line of pemonal reflection about why
public servioe matters and why voting matters.
Those personal meflections ane really what makes
the might 50 spocal becanse we hear from people
like volunteers and the clected officials who give
us 50 much of themselves to make things happen.”

The evening cedebrates poliicians, cvic and
community leaders, scientists, thought leaders,
and others who stand and support equabty for
LGET people. More on the honorees in @ moment.

This year, becuse of the oomonaviros, the
gala is wirtual, making it casicr

The Equality Legacy Awards will po to familiar
faces this year who always support the LGET
oommunity. The honorees are four Miami-Dade
Commissioners — Audrey Edmonson, Barbara
Jordan, Dennis Moss, and Xavier Suamcz.

“Thicy are metiring amnd keaving the boand of
county commission now because of term Bmats,”
Gonzales said. “Some of these folks, you koo, we
can always count on them whenever there was a
hupe LEET issue that came wp, we kness we could
count on their votes. They were engaeed with ws.
But the reality s that becanse their hearts and
their minds were melined to justice, they always
checked with us to make sure that the ssues that
we were adwocating for were ones

for mom poople o cxpericnoe it
First, this won't be just a Frday
might Zoom call. This event is filled
with incredible entertainment like
Grammy amd Latin GCrammy sanner
Robbie EBhias perdforming his new

THE EVENING
CELEBRATES
POLITICIANS, CIVIC
AND COMMUNITY

that they fully understood.”

The Hall of Champions Awamnd
gocs o scicntists — D Susanne
Dobdevki-Lewis, Dr. Besiki Loka
Kutatelsdee, Dr. Stewen A Safren,
Dr. Mario Stevenson, Dro José
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are State Representative Micholas SUPPORT EQUALITY crimcs are reportcd. “His work is

Duran amd State Secnator ason Pizzo FOR LGET PEOPLE. going to transform the way that hate

“The reason why we  chose

CTimics ane seen, - Gonzakes said.

Fepresemtative Duran and  Senator
Pizzo i because they have taken up work that was
started by Senator Rene Garcia,” Gonzales said.
“They are carrying forwand in pushing legislation
that demminalizes the HIWAIDS status of an
midividual Right now, there are many l=ws in
which somcbody who's HIV positive can casily
b prosecuted for their status because of issues
related to consent. This mdudes situations where
a pemon who docsn't know their status and may
mfect someone who still held to criminal-lewel
charges cven when they don't know. Its also
mmportant to lift the stigma from the disease, the
condition, and the vines.”

Dr. Safren & cxamining the mbke
of mental health when there's an HIV infection
and diapmiosis. “This work 15 critically important,”
Gonzabes said

The Community Hero Awands po to Robin
Bodiford and Jorpe Mursubl. In the #900s,
Browand and Miami-Dade Countics respectiully,
Bodiford and Murmsuli created the movement that
brought the first vemsion of the Homan Rights
Omdinance. “The meoent Supreme Court muling
determining the sexual onentation amd gemder
identity ame protected under the Civil Rights Act
demonstrates that what these two ndividuals did
in the 190406 was way ahead of thor ime.” SFGN
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Robin Bodifond. Photo cosrtesy of Bobin Bodiond.
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Damon Scott

obin Bodiford recalls many mentors and heroes
that impacted her life — one that's been a
tapesiry of activism in politics and LGBT rights.

She's being reoognised a5 8 hiero hersell.

Om Aug. 28, Bodiford poims a hneap of
honorees at SAVES 2020 "Champwons of
Egquality”™ virtual gala at 7 pum.

Miami-based SAVE (Safpuardimg
Amencan Valwes for Bveryone) has been
hosting the evenl snoe 20065
Thas year it a virtual atfar duoe

“I used to go wath my father when he'd pay
bis union dues,” Bodiford remembers. “He'd
tedl e storwss about how men wene beaten
up and even klked for beimg union organizers.
It was imstilked imomee to e imobved and be a
ruhteones citeen.”

In her ywounger yearss
Miami and belome she came

Loy the COVID-19 pandemec. “I WAS A HIPPIE. il as & lesiman, Bodilond was
The nonprofit 15 owvobwed in | DEMONSTRATED mnterested in politics and LGET

a wvarnety of pobtical adwocacy ) achvocacy.

work, community outreach and AGAINST wETH'ﬂ'M-' “1 knewr [ was gay whien [ was

candidate endomsements — all in WORE THE BLACK i1, but there was no way to be

support of the LGBT community ARMBAND: READ gay then [in the arly 1960s],

arrues Soulh Flomda, For Bodibond

she saud. “1 didn't knaoar any gay

ity a fithne mission, as much of THE NAMES OF THE people, didn't hawe any of that

her life mirrors such work. DEAD BOYS FROM fortumes Likee iff you Iived in New
Along with Jorpe Mursulhh — VIETHAM.” York City. Miami was kind of a

whuy helped bead the bt topassa ) backwater”

gay rights omlinanoe throweh the - Rokin Bodiford When Bodiford was 15 she

Miarmi-Dade County Commuission ATTOEMEY mead a news briel in the paper

— she will be recopnized m the
*Commumity Heroes™ category at
the event

EARLY ACTIVIST SPARK

Boddifonds pammnits waere Southermers amd
Democrats. Her father was a campenter amd
her mother was 2 nurse. They were mepular
workime-class peopbe, she sawd, amd also
vorarious readers.

— @ meport that some wWomn
had been armested for dancing
m a venoe. [t had sweh an effect on her that
she cut 1t owt and carned it m her wallet for

“l rememiver wien [ was 16 In 1068 and
I wanted to po o the Democratic Mational
Comwvention m Chicapn,” Bodibond saud. "My
father was worned and begped me not o
po, and [ didn't. But he was so proud when |
told him [ was sending my allowanoe to the




NEWS oo

Chicago Eight.”

The Chicage Eipht  induded  Abbic
Hoffman, Jerry Rubin and others — charped
by the govermment with conspiracy and
inCating a niot, all related to anti-Yietnam War
and countercultural protests that took place at
the comvention.

“lI was a hippic. | demonstrated against
Vietnam; wore the black armband; read the
names of the dead boys from Vietnam,™ she
saml.

Inthe summer of 1972, Bodiford would comae
out at zi at a gay Democratic fundraiser on
Miami Beach. George MoGovern

m Miami Shores) to California in the mid-
1970

She'd end up gaining 20 years of education,
work and activist experienoe before moving
back w South Florda. She'd also po throweh
the painiful death of her youngser brother.

Betwismn stints i the Bay Area amd in
Sputhern California, Bodiford was a volunteer
abortion counselor and provided mpe and
suicide crisis servioes for women as the
director of a women's center — places where
"radical lesbians po to talk about things,” she
sl

Feproductive nghls were an

was nunning against Richard s very close to her — she'd
Mixon for the presidency. She “THERE WAS had an athle'Ler:usamc yuar
remembers the girl at the kissin the Foe v Wade decision camwe
booth. . ; NO WAY AFTER down from the US. Suprem:
“She liked the way 1 kissed,” MY BROTHER | tCourtiniom.
Bodiford said. “She sang and Bodiford eamed a master’s
played the puitar and later DIED OF AIDS degree in socal welfane with a
owned the famous musical cdub THAT | WAS specialization in admimistration,
in Greenwich [Village] called COmUmUTly  OrgEnsng aml
Eighty-Eights. She was taken EﬂlHE Tﬂ EE planning at the University of
was part of the firs. efrt t0 QUIEL” Sl ‘me mary LCET
batthe Anita Bryant_” ) activists amnd pioneers while in
Gay activists like Bodiford 'E':'f_‘T"aiﬁf':"d the Golden State — including
know Anita Bryant well. Bryant Robin Tyler, who later wath

campaigned against the (then)
Dade County gay nights ordinanoe and gained
a natiomal following.

It was around this time that Bodiford
would meet pay activists Bob Bunst and
Melody Morchead — who'd become her first
girlfricnd. Morehead was known in part for
debating Bryant on a local Miami TV news
statwm.

CALIFORNIA DREAMING

Bodiford took her dove and desine o po
back t school (shed pome o Barry University
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heer partner Diane Olson would
bevome the first kesbian plaintiffs to fike what
beame the suooessful lawsuit that helped
bring marmage couality W the state

Bodiford would also meet Tylers friend —
attormey Glona Allned — who mepresented
them,

While in law school at the University
of Southem Califormia  Bodiford  bescamae
the student haison of the Women Lawyers
Association of Los Angeles. As such, Bodiford
was assigned Alleed as ber mentor. They'd go
o court, lunches amd dinners together.

“To ma= shee was the superstar of ferminist

1Y DOMESTIC

lawyers,” she said. “She marched o gay Prde
parades. She foueght for gay nghts. In Flonida
wie had nothing, we couldn’t even sit on the
samie side of the booth. In California we had
Glora Allred.”™

After Bodiford eventually moved back o
South Florda, her goal was to be the “Glona
Allred of Broward County.”

AIDS ACTIVISM

Bodiford was also very imvobwed in HIVY
AIDS activism. Her younger gay brother, Peter,
died of complications from the drug AZT.

He dhiesd 1m0 1991, whien Bodifond was 34 and
e waas Just 29

“He had active, full-blown AIDS,” she said.
“The Gulf War was on. We had a president
that never mentioned the wond AIDS.”

She'd po on to work in orsis servioes
support for those livinge with the disease.

Peters death bhad a bip impact, Bodiford
said. The two came out only two week's apart
from each other. She said her brother was her
alter cpo — only from the same parents.

*There was no way after my brother died of
AIDS that 1 was going to be quiet,” Bodiford
said. “1 was in California in the “70s amd “&os,
the tme of Harvey Milk, Robin Tyler, Gloria
Allred — the tme of gay rights fomenting in
Califormia. [ was an on the edpe, an observer,
participant, cheering, clapping and crying ™

EROWARD CALLS

Back in South Florida after all the Califormia
hirhs and lows, Bodiford would strengthen
the Broward County Human Bights Ondinanoe
L 19046,

Sheworked on the Broward County Human
Rights Ordinanoe of 20010 and was part of
the Americans for Eguality political action
COrmImitiee

Bodiford served on the executive comemities
of the Broward County Democratic Party and
on the board of The Pride Center at Equality
Park.

Then: were many other ttles and positions
— including her beavy involverment with the
Dolphin Democrats.

“When we pot gay rights in Browand County,
no o would know we worked an entire year
before wie actually had that wo forth befone the
commission,” Bodiford said. “We eoven had
to get the gy commumity onboand with gay
rights.”

Bodiford said she worked closely with
(mow) Fort Lauderdake Mayor Dean Trantalis
to educate the commissioners on the

Robin Bodioed (lefl] with Bep. Debbie Wsserman
Schultr Photo courtesy of Robin Bodifoed.

mmportance of ay rights.

*I can't Wl you how many tmes [ met
with him in the morning,” she said. “We'd be
maseting with commissioners o help them
understand why we necded a law that says you
can't fire someone for being gay, or exdude
gays from buying a condo topether as a couple,
or discriminate in housing, employment and
places of public accommodation. You can't
break up our bars or raid the dubs, chasing
amd arme=sting.”

Bodiford bepan her private practios in
1994 in Fort Lawderdale. She specalizes i
wills and tnusts, powers of attorney, health
care surmogates, living wills, probate, trust
administration, prenuptial and  domestic
partrwer agreements, Chapter 7 bankruptoy
and residential neal estate — many arneas
that can affed the LGET population
disproportionately.

AWARDS NIGHT

Bodiford has won too many awarnds to list
im a single story. But her next one, as one of
SAVE's “Comrmunity Hernowes,™ worn't be lost on
buer, shue said.

Another award that she teasures is when
she reveived the Dolphin Democrats “Legacy
Award” in 2017

*The thrill of that was they said that [Florida
Representative] Debbic Wasserman Schuliz
was attending and honoring  the LGBTO
piomsers,” Bodiford said. 1 said, “Well, 11 do
it if she introduces me.” She did imtroduee me
and ['ve met her many tmes over the years.
Back in the day when she was runmimg for
her fimst dlected position, she took me out for
hunch. When people were running for office,
especially the women, they'd take me out o
lunch because [ was trotting around town to
all the gay proups.” SFGM

ORDINANCE

ATTORNLTS =

ROBIN L. BODIFORD
DEAN J. TRANTALIS

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SAVE'S YIRTUAL GALA, GO TO SAVE.LGET.
TO CONTACT BODIFORD, GO TO LAWROBIN.COM.

Robin Bodiord hos lved masch of her e in sspport of LGBTG rights. Photo counesy of obin Bodioed.
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